|Isalah 29:13-16

The Lord says:

“These people come near to Me
with their mouth and honor Me with
their lips, but their hearts are far
from Me. Their worship of Me is
based on merely human rules they
have been taught. Therefore once
more | will astound these people
with wonder upon wonaer; the
wisdom of the wise will perish, the
intelligence of the intelligent will

vanish.”



|Isalah 29:13-16

Woe to those who go to great
depths to hide their plans from the
Lord, who do their work In
darkness and think, “Who sees
us? Who will know?” You turn
things upside down, as if the potter
were thougnt to be like the clay!
Shall what is formed say to the one
who formed it, “You did not make
me”? Can the pot say to the potter,
“You know nothing”?



We see God take issue with
worshipful words without honest
EC

We see God take issue with
worship traditions that lack true
Intimacy.

We see God take issue with
worship from people living In
hidden sin.

We see God take issue with
worship from people who lack
reverence.



|lsalah 1:15-17

When you spread out your hands in
prayer, | will refuse to look at you;
even if you offer countless prayers,
| will not listen. Your hands are
covered with blood.“Wash
yourselves. Cleanse yourselves.
Remove your evil deeds from My
sight. Stop doing evil. Learn to do
what is good. Pursue justice.
Correct the oppressor. Defend the
rights of the fatherless. Plead the
widow'’s cause.



“He invites them (His people) to
rethink their lives in His presence,
with an offer of fresh cleansing”

— Ray Ortlund,
Isaiah Commentary, TGC



Problem:

Worship Becoming A Means,
Rather Than An End



Worship To Feel Less Guilty

What It Echoes:
Scoreboard over Grace



Proverbs 21:3

Doing what is righteous and just
IS more acceptable to the Lora
than sacrifice.



Ephesians 2:8-9

For you are saved by grace
through faith, and this is not from
yourselves; it is God’s gift not from
works, so that no one can boast.



James 4:6-10

But He gives more grace.
Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the deuvil,
and he will flee from you. Draw
near to God, and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded.



James 4:6-10

Be wretched and mourn and weep.
Let your laughter be turned to
mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and He will exalt you.



Worship To Meet An Obligation

What It Echoes:
Religious Duty over Intimate
Encounter



1 Corinthians 16:14
Do everything in love.



“We must never forget that the
purpose of spiritual disciplines iIs
not to make us more religious but
to make us more alive in God.”

— Dallas Willard,
The Spirit of the Disciplines



Worship In Hopes of
Earthly Gain

What It Echoes:
God, build my life
over give me life



1 John 5:14-15

This is the confidence we have
before Him: If we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us.
And if we know that He hears
whatever we ask, we know that we
have what we have asked of Him.



How do you imagine
God looks at you
and feels about you?



Mark 10:15

Truly, | say to you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God
liIke a child shall not enter Iit.



Jesus loves you and
wants to be your friend



“Christ does not wait for you to
become perfect before He loves
you. He loves you now. He
delights to be with you. And He
rejoices over you.”

— John Piper,

Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ
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