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GROUP DISCUSSION  
 
Our Story so far: 
 
After the death and resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth, His followers began spreading 
throughout the surrounding regions to share 
the good news about Him. Early on, as 
recorded in Acts 18, they encountered strong 
opposition from Jewish leaders who viewed 
this new movement as a corruption of their 
sacred understanding of God. 
The Apostle Paul, who had founded the 
church in Corinth, writes this letter to let them 
know he still intends to visit. It serves as the 
final installment in a long exchange of 
correspondence spanning several years. In an 
earlier letter, Paul had issued sharp 
correction, and now he addresses a new 
concern — that some in the church were 
being swayed by persuasive teachers of the 
day who distorted the truth. These false 
teachers sought to discredit Paul and, in doing 
so, undermine the message of Jesus he had 
preached. 
 
 
Questions: 
Paul's character is being attacked as a way to 
divert and distract from what he had said 
about Jesus. Why do you think it is a common 
tactic to undermine the messenger? 
 
Why, after reconciliation has happened, do 
things sometimes feel shaky in relationships? 
 

What are some things you have noticed that 
can help rebuild after something shakes a 
relationship? 
 
A key point in the letter is that God has used 
trouble or affliction to bring about good. Jesus 
faced incredible trouble on the cross but it 
brought about an amazing good of reconciling 
people to God. Paul uses this as a map to 
show us how our trouble can be a tool for 
God's goodness. 
 
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
 
Paul explains why he will be delayed in 
coming to the Corinthian church, then goes on 
to remind them that God chose to give a 
covenant of rules that ended up proving 
people are not capable of living up to that 
covenant. That is why a new covenant was 
needed, which Jesus provided.  
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 
 
Biblical reconciliation is the work of setting 
things right in the way that God intended them 
to be. Paul goes on to show that everyone 
who chooses to follow Jesus will adopt the 
mission of Jesus which is helping others be 
reconciled to God.  
 
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
 
Question: What threads of Jesus’s life have 
you noticed that Paul is using through his 
discussion with the Corinthian church? 
 
A key theme to the last half of the book is Paul 
encouraging the church in Corinth to be 
generous. Because of economic conditions 
the church at Jerusalem needed financial 
assistance. Paul was collecting gifts from 
other areas and taking them to help fellow 
Jesus followers in Jerusalem.  
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 and 9:6-10 
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Questions: 
Why is generosity key for Paul? 
 
How are we to view our gifts and 
possessions? 
 
In the next section of the book, Paul is 
attacking the false teachers. Accusing the 
church of “If someone comes to you and 
preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we 
preached … you put up with it” 
 
Questions: 
What are the ways you can know if someone 
is preaching a false message about Jesus? 
 
We often want to hear things that confirm our 
existing viewpoints. Can you share a time 
when something you read in scripture caused 
you to change? 
 
Because the Corinthian church had been 
impressed by the credentials of wealthy, 
powerful speakers, Paul now shares his 
credentials to compare to those who have 
captivated the Corinthians.  
 
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 11:21-28 
 
Questions: 
What do you see Paul boasting in? 
 
How does the cross show the difference 
between what people often value and what 
God often values?  
 
 
Paul also shares a valuable reminder that God 
can use even our difficulties for his glory. 
  
Read: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 
We are never told directly what Paul's thorn in 
the flesh was. Scholars have put out a number 
of guesses, but the key is that Paul uses that 
difficulty to be reminded of God’s power and 
goodness.  
 
 

As a final encouragement and warning, Paul 
closes with this reminder. 
 
Read: 2 Corinthians 13:5-9 
 
Questions:  
What are some of your key takeaways from 
the book of 2 Corinthians?  


