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GROUP DISCUSSION

Haggai 101
-OT prophet (aka covenant lawyer)

-Prophet to the post-exile Jewish community
who returned to Jerusalem

-These people wondered if they were cursed
for their covenant disobedience (Jer 22)
-Rebuilt altar and re-laid temple foundation
-Halted construction for 15 years

-Haggai is given a short mission - 4 messages
over 4 months in 520BC

-His goal was to compel the people to finish
rebuilding the temple

Our Story so far:

The nation of Israel was delivered by God
from slavery in Egypt and brought into the
long-promised land that they were to inhabit.
Their calling was to reflect God’s goodness
and kingship to the surrounding nations
through the covenant He had established with
them. This covenant included laws that set
Israel apart from its neighbors in every aspect
of life—social, moral, and spiritual.

Throughout the period of the kings, both the
people and their leaders repeatedly failed to
keep their part of the covenant. In response,
God sent prophets to call them back to
faithfulness and to warn that continued
disobedience would bring judgment through
foreign nations. Yet the prophets’ messages
were not only warnings—they consistently

offered hope, urging the people to repent,
trust in God, and return to His ways.

As foretold, Israel and Judah were eventually
conquered and taken into exile. After seventy
years of captivity in Babylon, the exiles began
returning to their homeland, as recorded at the
beginning of the book of Ezra.

For my history lovers (nerds): the Assyrian
Empire first rose to power and conquered the
Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BC.
Later, the Babylonian Empire defeated
Assyria and went on to conquer the Southern
Kingdom of Judah under King
Nebuchadnezzar Il in 586 BC, destroying
Jerusalem and the temple. Eventually, the
Babylonian Empire itself fell to Cyrus the
Great, ruler of the Persian Empire, in 539
BC—an event that opened the door for the
Jewish people to return and rebuild.

Read: Ezra 1:1-4

Thought:

For hundreds of years, the Israelite people
had depended on their holy temple in their
capital city as a way to worship God. Then
they are conquered, and many are taken away
from their land and temple. In fact the temple
has been destroyed.

Questions:
What difficulties would they have had
connecting with God in captivity?

How would it now be difficult to come back to
where their parents' generation had lived and
worshiped?

Interpretive Key: The exiles came back to
Jerusalem with hope to rebuild. When they
met opposition, their hope turned to fear. Over
time, fear became stagnancy. Stagnancy
became apathy. Apathy became
complacency. Complacency became
indulgence. After a fifteen-year stall, Haggai
hollers over the rubble of the temple into their
luxurious homes, “Restore the presence of
God! Renew your hope in the future!
Rededicate yourself to holiness! And God will
reverse the curse!”

© 2025 Northeast Christian Church



In the year 520 BC our book opens with
Haggai sharing this with the people.

Read: Haggai 1:1-15

We see that people are spending their time
and resources rebuilding their own houses
and businesses, while the house of God is
being neglected.

Questions:

How do you see human concern being
prioritized over God in this passage?

How is the Israelites' focus on their current
concerns similar to the covenant rebellion of
the previous generations that led to their

captivity?

Why is it sometimes easy to prioritize
immediate felt needs over God?

Read: Haggai 2:1-5

Read: Haggai 2:6-9

Questions:
Why does God encourage the people at this

Passage | Date Message point?

Haggai August Restore the

1:1-15 29th, 520 presence of God! How can we model this kind of faithfulness
BC today?

Haggai October Renew your .

2:1-9 17th, 520 | hope in the Read: Haggai 2:10-19
BC future! . o .

Haggai December | Rededicate The call of this section is a reminder that
2:10-19 18th, 520 yourself to obedience to God will lead to blessing and
BC holiness! unfaithfulness will lead to ruin.

Haggai December | [God will]
2:20-23 18th, 520 Reverse the ,
BC cursel Read: Haggai 2:20-23

There is some odd imagery here but what God
is promising is a future hope to the people of
Israel. They will be a seal to show that God
can reverse the curse.

Why is this encouragement important or even
needed?

In verse 3, we see that the new temple that is
being built is not nearly as impressive as the
previous temple. We see that their faithfulness
in the current circumstances is more important
to God than the splendor of the new temple.
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