CONTROVERSIAL

CHRISTIANITY
BRINGING COMPASSION,
CONVICTION, CLARITY,
AND CHRIST INTO THE
CONTROVERSY!



JUNE 7
— SINGLENESS

JUNE 14
— ATTENDING A "MEGACHURCH"

JUNE 18/21
- YOUTH SPORTS CULTURE



***APPLAUD SENIOR PASTOR TYLER.***



EVERYONE SAY,
“GOOD MORNING LEAD PASTOR TYLER.
WE LOVE YOUR SERMONS.”



YOU CAN GET A PHOTO WITH PASTOR TYLER
IN THE LOBBY AFTER SERVICE.
PLEASE NO TOUCHING, PASTOR TYLER.



***APPLAUD SENIOR PASTOR TYLER ... AGAIN.***



MEGACHURCH STIGMAS
1. CELEBRITY PASTOR CULTURE

2. ENTERTAINMENT OVER
WORSHIP

3. FINANCIAL GREED AND EXCESS

4. MORAL FAILURES + SECRET
COVER UPS

5. SHALLOW THEOLOGY AND
TEACHING

6. SHALLOW RELATIONSHIPS AND
COMMUNITY

7. COMPLEX BUREAUCRACY AND
LEADERSHIP

8. CONSUMER MINDSET IN
ATTENDEES
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Love for Neighbor We love the ‘Ville. Love

We follow Jesus’ way

Faithfulness to the Truth even when it’s hard. Truth
Missional Intentionality :{i\‘lree:ggrga;;;giﬂ?f\ireelrc{day Mission
Intimacy with God We live connected with God. Holiness
Bublic Withess We always walk the walk and Light

we’'re ready to talk the talk.



Matthew 5:13-16
“You are the salt of the earth.

But what good is salt if it has lost
its flavor? Can you make it salty
again? It will be thrown out and
trampled underfoot as worthless.
You are the light of the world—
Ike a city on a hilltop that cannot
be hidden. No one lights a lamp
and then puts it under a basket.
Instead, a lamp is placed on a
stand, where it gives light to
everyone In the house.



Matthew 5:13-16
In the same way, let your good

deeds shine out for all to see, so
that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.



Acts 2:44-47

And all the believers met together
IN one place and sharead
everything they had. They sold
thelr property and possessions
and shared the money with those
IN need. Ihey worshiped together
at the Temple each day, met In
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and
shared their meals with great |oy
and generosity— all the while
praising God and enjoying the
goodwill of all the people. And
each day the Lord added to thelir
fellowship those who were being
saved.



Ephesians 5:8

For once you were full of
darkness, but now you have
ight from the Lord. So live as
people of light!



Philippians 2:15

LIve clean, Innocent lives as
children of God, shining like
pright lights in a world full of
crooked and perverse people.



Colossians 4:5-6

LIve wisely among those who
are not believers, and make the
most of every opportunity. Let
your conversation be gracious
and attractive so that you will

have the right response for
everyone.



1 Peter 1:12

Be careful to live properly
among your unbelieving
neighbors. Then even if they

accuse you of doing wrong, they
will see your honorable

pehavior, and they will give
honor to God when he judges
the world.



Hebrews 12:14

Work at living in peace with
everyone, and work at living a
holy life, for those who are not
holy will not see the Lord.



Jude 1:22-23

And you must show mercy to
those whose faith is wavering.
Rescue others by snatching
them from the flames of
judgment. Show mercy to still
others, but do so with great
caution, hating the sins that
contaminate their lives.
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| ATTEND A MEGACHURGCH.

| ATTEND AHEALTHY CHURCH.



BIGGER CHURCHES ARE NOT
AUTOMATICALLY HEALTHIER THAN
SMALLER CHURCHES, THEY'RE
JUST DIFFERENT.

SMALLER CHURCHES ARE NOT
AUTOMATICALLY HOLIER THAN
BIGGER CHURCHES, THEY'RE
JUST DIFFERENT.



MEGACHURCH STIGMAS
1. CELEBRITY PASTOR CULTURE

2. ENTERTAINMENT OVER
WORSHIP

3. FINANCIAL GREED AND EXCESS

4. MORAL FAILURES + SECRET
COVER UPS

5. SHALLOW THEOLOGY AND
TEACHING

6. SHALLOW RELATIONSHIPS AND
COMMUNITY

7. COMPLEX BUREAUCRACY AND
LEADERSHIP

8. CONSUMER MINDSET IN
ATTENDEES



CHURCH DATA FROM 2020

-AVERAGE CHURCH IN US HAS
MEDIAN OF 60 REGULAR
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

-70% OF SMALLER CHURCHES
(100 PARTICIPANTS OR LESS)
DRAW ONLY 14% OF ALL IN US
WHO ATTEND WORSHIP

_70% OF CHURCHGOERS ATTEND
L ARGEST 10% OF
CONGREGATIONS (250+ REGULAR
PARTICIPANTS)

-AS OF 2020, THERE WERE
ROUGHLY 1,800 PROTESTANT
CHURCHES IN THE US WITH A
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE OF 2,000
PEOPLE+



Map of Mega Churches in the United States
§:e-

Baptist
Evangelical/Nondenominational
Lutheran
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Other

@ 6 ¢ 0 ©

Other Protestant

Pentecostal

> O

Presbyterian/Reformed

O Unknown

(@ryanburge
Data: Hartford Institute for Religion Research



Profile of a U.S. Megachurch 2020 (Pre-pandemic)

Average age of
the lead pastor

Number of years at
the church in this role

Led church through
most dramatic growth

@)
ﬁfﬁ Attendance:

Eﬁ rsal®) Total number of e
T regular participants -

Multisite Multiracial Part of denomination

Helped start or plant a new
congregation in the last 10 years

have board drawn entirely
' from this church

o
- il
L8 | =

i b
Predominantly
white

Female College graduate

Total 2019 budget:
; million

of church income comes from
the contributions of attendees

Has financial statements audited
by external/independent CPA

Growth in attendance
from 5 years ago:

Seating capacity where primary
~ o= o~ services are held

D

Had no serious disagreements
or conflicts in the last 5 years

of churches require the board to have
majority of “independent” members
Lo ensure proper accountability

ave

Part of the congregation
more than 5 years




NATIONAL DATA

ATTENDANCE - 4,092
REG PARTICIPANTS - 5,982

ATTENDANCE RATE = 68%



NECC DATA

ATTENDANCE - 2,359
REG PARTICIPANTS - 9,676

ATTENDANCE RATE - 24%



| ATTEND A MEGACHURGCH.

| AHFEND A HEALTHY CHURCH.

| AM BUILDING A HEALTHY CHURCH.



Ephesians 5:8

For once you were full of
darkness, but now you have
ight from the Lord. So live as
people of light!
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