Topic:
Living With The
God-Centered Narrative



Foundational Point:

Jonah Invites Us To Learn
How The Goodness of God
Interacts With The Inconsistent
Nature of Humanity



Jonah 1:17-2:2

The Lord appointed a great fish to
swallow Jonah, and Jonah was In
the belly of the fish three days and
three nights. Jonah prayed to the
Lord His God from the belly of the
fish:

| called to the Lord in my distress,
and He answered me.

| cried out for help from deep
iInside Sheol; you heard my voice.



Point 1)
We Have A Present God
Who Is Faithful To Hear



Jonah 2:3-6

When you threw me into the depths,
Into the heart of the seas,

the current overcame me.

All Your breakers and Your billows
swept over me.

And | said, “| have been banished
from Your sight,

yet | will look once more

toward Your holy temple.”

The water engulfed me up to the
neck; the watery depths overcame
me; seaweed was wrapped around
my head.



Jonah 2:3-6

| sank to the foundations of the
mountains,

the earth’s gates shut behind me
forever!

Then You raised my life from the Pit,
Lord my God!



Point 2)
We Have An Intentional God
of Faithful Character



Psalm 46:1

God is our refuge and strength,
a helper who is always found
In times of trouble.



Romans 8:28

And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.



Emphasis One:
In All Things God Works



Emphasis Two:
According To His Purpose



Jonah 2:7-10

As my life was fading away,

| remembered the Lord,

and my prayer came to You,

to Your holy temple.

Those who cherish worthless idols
abandon their faithful love,

but as for me, | will sacrifice to You
with a voice of thanksgiving.

| will fulfill what | have vowed.
Salvation belongs to the Lord.

Then the Lord commanded the fish,
and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.



Point 3)
We Have A Patient God
of Faithful Love



Psalm 86:15

But you, Lord, are a compassionate

and gracious God,
slow to anger and abounding in

faithful love and truth.



Hebrews 12:6

For the Lord disciplines the one He
loves and punishes every son He
receives.



"Perhaps invites us to hit pause on
our intuitions ana to imagine a
larger story.”

- Justin Ariel Baliley,

Discipling The Diseased Imagination



Jonah 4:9-11

Then God asked Jonah, “Is it right
for you to be angry about the plant?”
“Yes, Iit's right!” he replied. “I'm angry
enough to diel”

And the Lord said, “You cared about
the plant, which you did not labor
over and did not grow. It appeared in
a night and perished in a night. So
may | not care about the great city of
Nineveh, which has more than a
hundred twenty thousand people
who cannot distinguish between their
right and their left, as well as many
animals?”



YOUR MOMENT OF PERHAPS

What do you need to bring back into the God-Centered Narrative?

Are you tired?
Angry?
Confused?
Doubting?
Devastated?

Talk to God about it.



